zyo          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
nature. This " pedagogic naturalism," says the P0t>e
"which in any way excludes or weakens supetnatutaj
Christian formation in the teaching of youth, is false
Such, generally speaking, are those modem systems bearing
various names which appeal to an unrestrained freedom
on the part of the child, and which diminish ot even
suppress the teacher's authority and action, attributing
to the child an exclusive primacy of initiative, and aa
activity independent of any higher law, natural or divine,
in the work of education." * In this connection the Pope
speaks of the dangers of co-education, so common in the
State schools of Spain and Italy, and claims that the two
sexes " are destined to complement each other in the family
and in society, precisely because of thek differences, which
therefore ought to be maintained and encouraged, during
thek years of formation, with the necessary distinction
and corresponding separation, according to age and ck-
cumstances." *
It need hardly be said that convent education in Lath
countries, as in other lands, is in full agreement with this
teaching, but what must here be emphasised is that the
Spanish and the Italian schoolgkl are generally subjected
to a more rigid discipline than is an English or German
girl, and, moreover, that this discipline is not as a rule con-
sidered kksome. The strong personality and ardent tem-
perament of the Latin races take kindly to strict regulations
and long hours of study, keeping their sunny light-hearted-
ness, thek reverent yet childlike attitude to authority, thek
real sense of home. In the convent, as with thek parents
the children fed secure in " the Church, the great family
of Christ"8 They have been taught from thek childhood
that" this educational environment of the Churcli embtaces
1 Op, cit., p. 29.              * Ibid., p, 33,               * Ibid., p. $6,